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Abstract: 

Patient outcomes after hip or knee replacement may vary between hospitals. Part of this 

variation is due to some hospitals treating more complex patients, but part cannot be 

explained and may be due to the quality care delivered to these patients. Therefore hospitals 

can use information on whether the outcomes in their patients are better or worse than in 

other hospitals to improve their care. The present study will gain information on how much 

variation there is between Dutch hospitals, which factors may explain this and test a strategy 

to use this information to improve patient outcomes.  
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